
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Artists Archives of the Western Reserve 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Art Bites, nutrition for the creative mind 

Your Project Summary: To provide funding to continue the 3 series of free educational programs begun 

in 2015 and continued through 2016, Collecting Art, Professional Practices, and Artist Studio Tours. Grant 

money would provide funds to continue to bring in lecturers from outside of Cleveland for the Collecting 

Art talks, pay artists stipends for demos done in their studios as part of the Studio Tours and pay artists 

and other educators for their time and expertise in Professional Practices. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, I recommend Artists Archives of the Western Reserve's project, ArtBites, for full funding 

by the CAC. Theirs is an extremely unusual project that seeks to bring together artists, art collectors, 

curators, historians, dealers and galleries, in order to educate the public on how, who, where and why to 

buy art. My feeling is that this project will help to encourage the public of Cuyahoga County to explore 

the arts by giving them a series of lenses through which art can be evaluated through their free, open to 

the public lecture series. The organization has clearly established that they can carry out their mission, 

and their support materials are clear, engaging, and show community engagement with their past 

projects. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Somewhat, this application meets the funding criteria. This is a great example of using 

"knowledge of" the community to drive work; however, the narrative does not demonstrate that the 

organization "works with" the targeted community. The project goal does not help bring clarity: "impart 

real life information to artists at all levels of their careers to enable them to better meet the demands of 

their chosen fields." The goal is noble but doesn't fit the first three activities planned: Collecting African 

American Art, Contemporary Ceramics (I assume this is about collecting too), and Collecting Outsider Art. 

In the measurement narrative, the writer says that "Many of our past programs came about from 

examining responses to past survey and ideas from members," but collecting surveys does not 

demonstrate how they are building "meaningful relationships" with their stakeholders. The project does 

have exceptional artistic and cultural vibrancy as shown in the support materials, and it was good to see 

the funding support from both the sculptor/founder and the Gund Foundation. The vision is clear, and the 

budget is realistic. The narrative would have been clearer had I seen the detail on how these archived 

artists are directly engaged in this planning, and also by excluding the information in the narrative such as 

the Collecting Art talks that do not connect to the stated goal. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. There is a clear public benefit in serving the 

community of Ohio visual artists while also engaging the greater public in the visual arts. The vibrancy of 

this project is demonstrated in its engagement of professional artists and a desire to improve as evidenced 

by annual surveys. Finally, the budget seems realistic and appropriate and support letters show a good 

track record of being able to carry out such a project. It would have been beneficial to share one or two 

of the quantitative aspects of the surveys and set a clear measurable goal around that, rather than what 

you stated, which appears to this reader as more of a mission statement for the program rather than a 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 
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goal. A couple quantifiable examples include achieving a growth in attendance from the previous year or 

an increase from the previous year in the percentages of "excellent" ratings in answers to your questions. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes - This program provides public benefit by bringing in speakers from outside Cleveland to 

AAWR audiences, while also paying artists within its network to give demonstrations of their work. 

Speakers have already been curated for 2017 and represent a vibrancy of topics including African-

American art, outsider art, and ceramics and the public program series itself is well conceived and offers 

a wide range of critical skills and topics to working artists. There is a clear evaluation plan in place that 

involves qualitative interviews and programming is also responsive to feedback. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Overall, this application somewhat meets the funding criteria. While the proposal itself would 

have benefitted from being a bit more specific regarding who the community being served would be (aside 

from artists themselves) and how the org would go about working with them, the support material went 

a long way towards clarifying both the who and how, if you will. I was particularly drawn to the various 

letters of support, which felt both genuine and informative, and succeeded in demonstrating just how 

impactful the org's programming was to the larger community. The above said, while the arts 

professionals involved in the project seem appropriately qualified, I'm a bit concerned by the fact one of 

the org's board members is listed as a paid artist for this project. Additionally, the established project 

goals  and project narrative are quite vague. For example, how exactly will the listed programs enable 

artists to meet the demands of their chosen field? Additionally, as an outside observer, it's difficult to 

determine who will actually complete each duty outlined in the project narrative section and how.  

 

 

 

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 


